150                    Turgot.

and Turgot's replies touching the tax to be
substituted for forced labor on roads.

" I shall not repeat here," says Miromenil,
" what I have said, in my observations on the
preamble, concerning the general inconven-
iences that may be found in the establishment
of a territorial tax as a substitute for the corvee
of men and horses; I shall merely remark
that it is perhaps dangerous absolutely to
destroy all privileges. I do not mean those
attached to certain offices, which I prefer to
regard as abuses acquired by purchase rather
than as genuine privileges; but I cannot refrain
from saying that in France the privilege of
the nobility should be respected, and that it is
the king's interest to maintain it."

Turgot replies: " The honorable Keeper of
the Seals seems here to adopt the principle
that, by the constitution of the state, the no-
bility should be exempted from all taxation.
He seems even to think this to be a univer-
sal prejudice dangerous to disturb. If this
prejudice be universal, I must be strangely de-
ceived touching the views of all the thoughtful
men I have met in the whole course of my
life; for I can recall no company in which this
idea has been looked upon as anything better
than an obsolete claim abandoned by all en-
lightened persons, even in the order of the no-
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